
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
Horatio’s Garden Chelsea – illustrated planting list 
 
Trees 

 
Acer campestre / field maple 
A medium-sized deciduous tree with a compact bushy crown. Leaves 
with five blunt lobes, turning yellow or red in the autumn. Flowers 
small, green, forming typical winged maple fruits. 
 
 
 

Betula nigra / black birch 
A bushy deciduous tree to 15m or more, with peeling bark, at first 
reddish-brown, later almost black; glossy dark green leaves turn 
yellow in autumn. 
 
 
 

Boundary hedge 
 

Crataegus monogyna / common hawthorn 
Rounded deciduous tree to about 10m in height, with thorny branches 
and glossy, deeply lobed dark green leaves, colouring gold in autumn. 
Flat sprays of fragrant, creamy-white flowers with pink anthers are 
produced in late spring, followed by plentiful dark red berries in 
autumn. 
 

Amelanchier lamarckii / snowy mespilus 
A large erect deciduous shrub or small tree of open habit, 
with bronze-tinged young leaves turning orange and red 
in autumn. White flowers in short lax racemes as the 
leaves unfurl. Fruit a red to dark purple-black berry, soon 
eaten by birds. 
 

Corylus avellana / hazel 
Large, deciduous shrub or small multi-stemmed tree, about 6m tall, 
with rounded mid-green leaves turning yellow in autumn, and yellow 
male catkins to 6cm long in early spring, followed by edible nuts in 
autumn. 
 
 



 

Planting 
 

Acanthus ‘Rue Ledan’ / bear's breech 'Rue Ledan' 
A statuesque and scarce perennial with large, glossy, dark green 
leaves and broad spires of pure white flowers throughout the 
summer. 
 
 
 
Adiantum pedatum / northern maidenhair fern 
A creeping, deciduous fern forming aclump of spreading green 
frinds on wiry black stems, occasionally deep pink when young. 
 
 
 
 

Ajuga incisa 'Black Scallop' 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alchemilla epipsila / sparsely-foliated lady's mantle 
A compact, clump-forming perennial to around 30cm tall and wide. 
The leaves are softly-hairy, rounded and have up to eleven shallow 
lobes; small yellow-green flowers are borne in loose clusters in 
summer. 
 
 

Amsonia 'Ernst Pagels' / bluestar 'Ernst Pagels' 
A clump-forming herbaceous perennial with lance-shaped, mid-green 
leaves turning golden in autumn. Bears clusters of lilac-blue starry 
flowers in summer. 
 
 
 

Anemone leveillei 
Anemone leveillei is a perennial with deeply divided softly hairy 
foliage forming a low mound over which elegant branching stems of 
delicate lilac-backed white flowers are borne, each with a central 
cluster of deep purple anthers. 
 
 

 



 

Anthriscus sylvestris 'Ravenswing' / cow parsley 'Ravenswing' 
'Ravenswing' is a decorative cow parsley with deep-purple leaves and 
pink-tinged flowers. It is a short-lived perennial. 
 
 
 

 
Aquilegia ‘Lemon Queen’ 
Pretty, bright lemon-yellow flowers in summer with 
reflexed long spurs. A self-seeding perennial that is also 
good for cutting. 
 
 
 

Aquilegia alpina / alpine columbine 
An herbaceous perennial, up to 80cm high, with blue-green leaves 
and nodding, bright blue or blue and white flowers in spring. 
 
 
 
 

Aquilegia atrata / dark columbine 
A long-flowering true alpine species of upright, clump-forming, 
deciduous rhizomatous perennial herb found at high altitudes, with 
mid-green, divided leaves around 60cm in height. This species 
produces dark purple to black flowers with yellow stamens. 
 
 

Aquilegia vulgaris / common columbine 
Aquilegia vulgaris, the wild species is usually blue, with nodding 
'bonnets', but many purple, mauve, pink and white colour variants 
have developed in gardens during its long history in cultivation. 
 
 
 
Aruncus ‘Fairy Hair’ / goat's beard 'Fairy Hair' 
A small perennial perfect for shady spots in the garden or beside 
water with lacy, fern-like foliage, producing spikes of white flowers 
in summer. 
 
 
 

Aruncus ‘Horatio’ / goat’s beard ‘Horatio’ 
'Horatio' is a clump-forming perennial up to 1.2m tall with finely-
divided mid-green leaves that develop red tones in the autumn. 
Upright stems bear plumes of tiny cream-white flowers in early-
midsummer which gradually turn brown. 
 
 



 

Aruncus aethusifolius / goat's beard 
A compact herbaceous perennial with fern-like, much-dissected 
leaves becoming yellow in autumn, and branched sprays of tiny 
creamy-white flowers in early summer.  
 
 
 
Asplenium trichomanes / maidenhair spleenwort 
A compact evergreen fern forming a rosette of blackish-stemmed, 
pinnate fronds with small, rounded or oblong segments; well-suited 
to planting in a dry wall. 
 
 
 
Astrantia ‘Shaggy’ / masterwort 'Shaggy' 
An herbaceous perennial to 75cm, with deeply divided mid-green 
leaves and branched stems bearing compact heads of greenish-
white flowers surrounded by narrow, green-tipped white or pinkish 
bracteoles. 
 
 
Bergenia 'Bressingham Ruby' / elephant's ears 'Bressingham Ruby' 
'Bressingham Ruby' is a clump-forming evergreen perennial to 
35cm. The leaf colour changes from deep green in summer to a 
maroon red in winter. Magenta pink bell-shaped flowers are borne in 
early spring on short stems. 
 
 
Blechnum penna-marina / alpine water fern 
An evergreen fern forming a mat of spreading, simply pinnate, dark 
green sterile fronds to 15cm in length, with narrower, erect fertile 
fronds, the young fronds often reddish. 
 
 
 
Blechnum spicant / hard fern 
A neat, tufted evergreen fern to 50cm, with spreading, narrow, dark 
green, simply pinnate sterile fronds and erect fertile fronds with 
linear pinnae. 
 
 
 
Boehmeria platanifolia ‘Lushan’ 
A woodland perennial with serrated, nettle-like foliage on red stalks, 
producing drooping tassels of white flowers in late summer. 
 
 
 
 



 

Briza media / common quaking grass 
A perennial, clump-forming grass to 90cm high with narrow, blue-
green leaves and from late spring to summer slender, upright stems 
bearing nodding, heart-shaped, purple-tinted green flowerheads 
that age to buff. 
 
 

Brunnera macrophylla 'Betty Bowring' / Siberian bugloss 
'Betty Bowring' 
A deciduous perennial, to around 30-40cm tall, with 
dainty sprays of white, forget-me-not flowers, borne in 
spring, above roughly-textured, green, heart-shaped 
leaves. 
 

Bunium bulbocastanum / great pignut 
An upright, deciduous perennial with edible tubers, producing finely 
fivided green leaves and umbels of white flowers in summer on 
branching stems. 
 
 
 
Bupleurum longifolium 'Bronze Form’ 
Upright perennial with long, narrow basal leaves with heart-shaped 
upper leaves, producing loose clusters of tiny yellow flowerheads 
surrounded by coppery bracts in summer. 
 
 
 

Campanula patula / spreading bellflower 
An erect, herbaceous perennial or biennial to around 
80cm tall forming a basal rosette of rough, obovate 
leaves. Wiry, branched stems with alternate, narrow 
leaves bear small clusters of starry, violet-blue flowers 
with widely-spreading petals. 
 

Carex Testacea / orange New Zealand sedge 
An evergreen New Zealand sedge providing winter and summer 
interest. A tufted perennial 40-60cm tall, its narrow, arching leaves 
are olive-green in summer, the colour intensifying to warm coppery-
orange in winter. Flowers are brown and insignificant, but their stems 
droop gracefully as they age. 
 
Cenolophium denudatum / Baltic parsley 
A fast-growing, semi-evergreen, clump-forming umbellifer, the stock 
thickened with the fibrous remains of previous stem growth. Growing 
60-150cm tall, the sometimes purple flowering stems rise from 
abundant very finely-divided dark green leaves, and bear many flat 
umbels of greenish-white flowers in summer and autumn. 



 

 
Cerinthe major  'Purpurascens' / honeywort 'Purpurascens' 
'Purpurascens' is an upright annual to 60cm, with blue-green leaves 
and tubular yellow and purple flowers with conspicuous purple 
bracts. 
 
 

 
Cirsium rivulare 'Trevor's Blue Wonder' / plume thistle  
An upright herbaceous perennial up to 1.2m high with downy purple-
tinged stems, silvery green basal leaves and pincushion-like violet-
purple flowerheads in summer, and in flushes afterwards.  
 
 
 
Convallaria majalis / lily of the valley 
A perennial to 25cm in height, forming extensive colonies. Erect 
racemes of nodding, bell-shaped, fragrant white flowers arise with 
the paired, elliptic leaves. 
 
 

 
Cyrtomium falcatum / Japanese holly fern 
An evergreen fern, deciduous in cold areas, forming a tuft of 
leathery, pinnate fronds to 70cm long, composed of dark glossy 
green, broadly sickle-shaped leaflets. 
 
 
 
Deschampsia cespitosa / tufted hair grass 
An evergreen grass forming a neat tussock of narrow, leathery, dark 
green leaves to 60cm long, with feathery panicles of silvery-purple 
flowers on arching stems in summer. 
 
 
 
Digitalis lutea / straw foxglove 
An upright, herbaceous perennial to 60cm with narrowly oval, bright 
green, glossy leaves. Spires of soft yellow, trumpet-shaped flowers 
are produced in early to midsummer. 
 
 
 

Disporum trabeculatum 
An evergreen variety recently introduced from Southern China and 
Vietnam. From a creeping rhizome it sends up many fairly upright 
stems which have arching lateral branches and are thickly clothed 
in dark green, glossy leaves. 
 



 

 
Dryopteris atrata / elephant trunk fern 
The fronds of this fern uncurl like an elephant's trunk. Entire fronds, 
funnel-shaped growth, evergreen. 
 
 
 
 

Dryopteris erythrosora / copper shield fern 
A semi-evergreen fern to 75cm, forming a compact clump of broadly 
ovate, bipinnatifid fronds, often coppery-pink when young. Spore-
heaps also often pink. 
 
 
 
Dryopteris filix-mas / male fern 
A robust deciduous fern forming a shuttlecock-like tuft of lance-
shaped, bipinnatifid fronds to 1.2m in height. 
 
 
 
 

Dryopteris wallichiana / alpine wood fern 
A deciduous or semi-evergreen fern, forming tufts of erect, 
lance-shaped, bipinnatifid fronds, bright yellowish-green 
when young, clothed with blackish-brown scales on the 
stalk and midrib. 
 
 

Epimedium 'Amber Queen' / barrenwort 'Amber Queen' 
A cultivar whose evergreen foliage is flushed red in the 
spring as new leaves emerge. Delicate sprays of flowers, 
borne from early to late spring, are bronze-yellow tipped 
with orange. 
 
 

Erigeron karvinskianus / Mexican fleabane 
A perennial forming wide mats to 15cm in height, with narrow, hairy 
leaves and daisy-type flower-heads 15mm in width, opening white but 
soon turning pinkish-purple. 
 
 
 

Euphorbia griffithii ' Dixter' / spurge 'Dixter' 
'Dixter' is a spreading rhizomatous perennial to 90cm, making a 
thicket of erect stems clothed with narrow dark green, red-tinged 
leaves and ending in a cluster of bright orange-red flowers. 
 
 



 

 
Euphorbia palustris / marsh spurge 
A bushy herbaceous perennial to 90cm, the erect stems 
with narrow, fresh-green leaves often turning yellow and 
orange in autumn. Flowers bright greenish-yellow, in 
large terminal clusters in late spring. 
 

 
Foeniculum  'Purpureum' / purple fennel  
'Purpureum' is an upright, clump-forming perennial to 1.8m, with 
finely divided foliage which is purple when young, later grey-green; 
flat heads of tiny yellow flowers appear in summer. 
 
 
 
Fragaria vesca / alpine strawberry 
A stoloniferous, spreading perennial forming rosettes of 3-palmate 
leaves, bright green leaves with toothed leaflets. In late spring it bears 
cymes of white flowers that are followed by red fruit 1cm long. 
 
 
 

Galium odoratum / sweet woodruff 
A vigorous rhizomatous perennial forming a wide mat of erect 
stems to 30cm, bearing whorls of bright green, lance-shaped 
leaves, hay-scented when dry, with terminal clusters of small 
white, starry flowers from late spring. 
 

 
Geranium nodosum 'Tony's Talisman' 
A sprawling perennial with loose clusters of deep reddish-purple 
flowers from late spring right into autumn. 
 
 
 
 
Geranium phaeum 'Walküre' 
A clump-forming, herbaceous perennial to 60 cm with light green, 
dissected leaves and upright flower stems carrying flat, pale 
lavender-blue flowers in late spring to early summer. 
 
 
 
Geranium white Ness / big-root cranesbill 'White-Ness' 
A robust, florifeous, evergreen, cultivar to 50cm, spreading to 110cm, 
with pure white flowers and neat pale green leaves giving a fresh 
appearance. 
 
 



 

Geum 'Totally Tangerine' / avens 'Totally Tangerine' 
A peachy-orange flowered cultivar noted for its long 
flowering season from late spring to autumn. It reaches a 
height of 90cm. 
 
 
 

Gillenia trifoliata / Bowman's root 
A rhizomatous perennial with reddish stems bearing small, 3-lobed 
leaves and open sprays of starry white flowers 3-4cm in width, with 
contrasting red calyces. 
 
 
 
Hesperis matronalis alba / white-flowered dame's violet 
A rosette-forming biennial or short-lived perennial, with leafy stems 
to 90cm. Produces loose clusters of fragrant white flowers from late 
spring to midsummer. 
 
 
 

Hosta 'Devon Green' / plantain lily 'Devon Green' 
'Devon Green' is an upright, clump-forming perennial 50cm high by 
60cm across with shiny, dark green leaves about 15cm long. The 
small, tubular flowers are pale purple with darker stripes and appear 
in late summer and early autumn. 
 

 
Hydrangea quercifolia / oak-leaved hydrangea 
A spreading deciduous shrub with handsome, large, deeply 
lobed leaves turning red and purple in autumn. Flowers 
cream, in conical panicles with numerous large sterile 
florets. 
 
 

Iris sibirica 'Silver Edge' / Siberian iris 'Silver Edge' 
'Silver Edge' is a clump-forming perennial with narrow foliage and 
stems to 1m, bearing up to 4 flowers with rich blue standards finely 
edged white, and deeper blue falls with a dark violet tinge, edged 
with white, and yellowish white at the base. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Ligusticum scoticum / Scots lovage 
A herbaceous perennial, up to 60cm high, with glossy green leaves 
divided into three toothed leaflets. Domed clusters of tiny greenish-
white flowers are borne on tall reddish stems in summer, followed by 
yellow seedheads. Used as a culinary herb; all parts of the plant are 
edible. 
 

Lunaria annua 'Chedglow' 
A hardy annual or biennial, with toothed, heart-shaped leaves in 
shades from dark green to deep purple. Large, open clusters of 
pinkish-purple flowers are produced in late spring and early 
summer, followed by flat, round seed pods that dry to translucent 
silvery white. 
 
Luzula nivea / snow rush 
L. nivea is a slowly spreading evergreen perennial forming a loose 
clump of narrow, dark green leaves to 30cm long, with lax clusters of 
small, shiny white flowers in early and mid-summer on stems to 
60cm tall. 
 
 
Matteuccia struthiopteris / ostrich fern 
A deciduous, stoloniferous fern forming colonies of erect rosettes to 
1.5m in height, with lance-shaped, bright green, bipinnatifid sterile 
fronds surrounding shorter, brownish fertile fronds. 
 
 
 

Melica altissima 'Alba' / Siberian melic 'Alba' 
A clump-forming grass up to 90cm high with creeping rhizomes, flat, 
rough-textured, pale green leaves, and delicate panicles of pale 
greenish white spikelets from late spring to midsummer. 
 
 
 

Meconopsis cambrica / Welsh poppy 
A tap-rooted perennial with light green, pinnately lobed leaves and 
bowl-shaped lemon-yellow or orange flowers 5cm across, from late 
spring to early autumn. 
 
 
 

Myrrhis odorata / sweet cicely 
An erect, aniseed-scented perennial with bright green, 2- to 3-pinnate 
leaves and white flowers in umbels, followed by spindle-shaped fruits. 
 
 
 
 



 

Onoclea sensibilis / sensitive fern 
A deciduous, rhizomatous fern forming extensive colonies of broad, 
light green, pinnate fronds to 60cm in length, the pinnae deeply 
lobed. Shorter, narrow fertile fronds have much reduced, blackish 
lobes. 
 
 

Orlaya grandiflora / white laceflower 
A branching annual, 45-75cm tall with jaggedly divided leaves 
and white flowers in flattish umbels, the inner flowers small, the 
outermost with enlarged rays, giving a lacy effect. Floriferous, 
long flowering and attractive to insects. 
 

 
Osmanthus decorus / sweet olive 
A dense, rounded to spreading, evergreen shrub with oblong to 
narrowly oval, pointed, leathery, glossy, dark green leaves and dense 
clusters of tubular, white flowers in mid-spring followed by blue-
black fruit. 
 
 
Penstemon digitalis ‘Dark Towers’ / beard-tongue 'Dark Towers' 
A semi-evergreen perennial with narrow, dark green foliage flushed 
purple-red and producing two-tone pink flowers from early summer 
to late autumn. 
 
 
 
Polemonium ‘Bressingham Purple’ / Jacob's ladder 
Slender purple stems clothed with purple leaves carry clusters of 
cupped, lilac-blue flowers. Creates an attactive upright clump that 
flowers on and off for months. 
 
 

 
Polemonium 'Lambrook Mauve' / Jacob's ladder 'Lambrook Mauve' 
'Lambrook Mauve' makes a compact spreading mound of pinnate 
leaves, to 45cm in height, with small clusters of broadly bell-shaped 
lilac-blue flowers 2cm in width. 
 
 
 

Polygonatum ‘Betberg’ 
Hardy perennials with dark chocolate brown stems and leaves when 
they emerge, against these the white flowers are a marked contrast. 
As the season progresses the leaves become more olive green. 
 
 
 



 

Polystichum polyblepharum / Japanese lace fern 
An evergreen fern forming a 'shuttlecock' of spreading, glossy dark 
green, bipinnate fronds; attractive young fronds yellowish-green, 
more erect and covered with hair-like golden scales 
 
 
 
Primula sikkimensis var. pudibunda 
A dwarf form producing whorls of small, pale yellow flowers in early 
summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ranunculus acris 'Citrinus' / meadow buttercup 
A clump-forming perennial to 90cm, with long-stalked, deeply cut, 
mid-green leaves. From late spring to mid-summer produces tall, 
upright, branching stems with saucer-shaped, sulphur-yellow 
flowers. 
 
 
Rodgersia 'Bronze Peacock' 
'Bronze Peacock' is a compact, clump-forming perennial to 60cm tall 
with large leaves divided into veined, glossy leaflets which emerge a 
bright reddish-bronze in spring, maturing to a dark green colour in 
summer before taking on attractive autumnal tints. In summer, tall 
sprays of bright pink flowers are held above the foliage on red stems. 

 
Rodgersia podophylla / Rodgers' bronze-leaf 
A robust herbaceous perennial, forming a clump of palmate leaves 
to 40cm long, bronze when young and turning reddish-bronze in 
autumn, occasionally with arching panicles of small creamy-white 
flowers in late summer. 
 
 

Rosa 'Mutabilis' / tea rose 'Mutabilis' 
A small shrub of open, lax growth, with purplish young foliage and 
almost thornless stems. Single flowers 6cm in width open buff-yellow, 
ageing to pink and crimson. 
 
 
 

Sanguisorba 'Lum' 
A deciduous perennial with elongated leaves, producing dark red 
flowers on slender stems high above the foliage from late spring 
into summer. 
 
 



 

Sesleria heufleriana / Balkan blue grass 
A densely tufted, evergreen grass, to around 70cm high, with an 
upright habit and narrow, bright green leaves in spring, becoming 
blue-green with silvery undersides in summer. Flowers are produced 
early in spring, with slender stems bearing dark purple spikelets 
opening to small white flowers. 
 
Silene fimbriata / fringed-flowered campion 
A deciduous perennial reaching 60cm. It has green leaves and white 
flowers with frilly petals and a puffy base which lasts longer after 
the flowers have finished. 
 
 
 
Smyrnium perfoliatum / perfoliate alexanders 
An upright biennial with stout, ribbed stems, green basal leaves up 
to 20cm long, and shorter, bright, yellow-green upper leaves joined 
to surround the stem. Open sprays of tiny, yellow-green flowers are 
produced in the second spring. 
 
 
Thalictrum 'Black Stockings' / meadow rue 'Black Stockings' 
'Black Stockings' is a tall, herbaceous perennial with lacy foliage and 
upright, near-black stems to 2m bearing generous sprays of fluffy, 
bright purplish-pink flowers in mid- to late summer. 
 

 

 

Trollius chinensis 'Golden Queen' / globeflower 
A moisture-loving perennial bearing bright orange, bowl-shaped 
flowers with a dominant central boss of upright petal-like sepals, in 
late spring and early summer. The flowers are larger than those of 
the species.  
 
 
Viola cornuta 'Boughton Blue' / viola 'Belmont Blue' 
A spreading, evergreen perennial to 10cm in height, with bright green 
leaves and clear, lavender blue flowers with fine purple veining and a 
pale yellow eye. 
 
 
 

Viola odorata / sweet violet 
A rhizomatous perennial forming a loose mat of heart-shaped 
leaves with fragrant violet or white flowers 2cm across in late 
winter and early spring. 
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