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Horatio’s Garden charity nurtures wellbeing after spinal injury by
transforming spaces in NHS spinal injury centres into beautiful, vibrant
gardens created by leading designers. Spinal cord injury can happen to any
one of us, at any time. The results are devastating, not only for patients but
also their families. Yet many patients can be inside for months with little
access to gardens or nature.

Horatio’s Garden is changing that. We believe that uplifting and restorative
gardens should be integral to the care of everyone affected by life-
changing spinal injuries. The charity’s Chelsea garden has been generously
funded by Project Giving Back to demonstrate how well designed gardens
can support physical and psychological recovery.

Charlotte Harris and Hugo Bugg’s collaborative and inclusive design distils
all the essential elements of Horatio’s Gardens, for patients in wheelchairs
and hospital beds. This Chelsea garden has two lives: after the show it will

go on to form the heart of the eighth Horatio’s Garden, opening in Sheffield
in 2024.

The garden is a tribute to our son Horatio Chapple, whose ideas and
patient research formed the ethos of the charity. Please do consider
supporting our mission to see a thriving Horatio’s Garden in all 11 spinal
centres in the UK.

Dr Olivia Chapple
Founder & Chair of Trustees, Horatio’s Garden



Horatio's Garden
Chelsea

A garden of hope and sanctuary, Horatio’s
Garden Chelsea embraces the mission of
Horatio’s Garden charity. The immersive,
restorative haven is the antithesis of a
clinical hospital environment, with inclusivity
at its core. Harris Bugg Studio have met

and listened to the whole Horatio’s Garden
community of patients, NHS staff and garden
teams to ensure the garden distils the key
elements that people value as they adapt

to a new way of living. The designers have
incorporated stories and influences from

the Sheffield region that connect with the
garden’s future home.

e Water feature
At wheelchair height, a tactile and
interactive feature animates the garden
and encourages wildlife. It features historic
cutlery casts to form a multi-height
arrangement for gently brimming water.

G Tactile stone cairns

Providing rhythm and structure within

the garden, the cairns symbolise guidance
when people are navigating a new way of
living after spinal injury. The three cairns
have been created on site by master
stone wallers Lydia and Bert Noble, whose
Yorkshire family have been building with
stone for five generations.

Diverse views

All aspects of the design have been
considered from various vantage
points, reflecting how patients in beds
or wheelchairs will see and interact
with the garden. Layered planting is
influenced by the Rivelin Valley.

e Garden room

A warm and welcoming space clad in tactile
timber shingle, created in collaboration with
architects Mcmullan Studio. This provides a
cocooning place for physical and emotional
shelter. An artwork features a thousand clay
thumbprints contributed by patients, NHS
staff, the wider Horatio’s Garden community
and everyone involved in bringing the
garden to life at Chelsea, from contractors
to horticulturalists.

e Accessible paths

An entirely new, environmentally-friendly
and completely smooth surface material
allows pain-free movement for those using
wheelchairs for the first time. The cement-
free terrazzo-style surface is permeable
and the beautiful finish comes from
crushed waste.
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Harris Bugg Studio is a values-driven,
award-winning landscape design practice
known for making soulful, immersive
gardens for a mix of clients throughout
the UK and Europe.

Founders, Charlotte Harris and Hugo Bugg
have been called ‘pioneering design talents

The charity’s gardens are vital places for
reflection and adjustment for people
facing life-changing injuries and long
stays in hospital.

In every Horatio’s Garden the charity’s
specialist team, alongside volunteers and

creatives, care for people and plants alike.

A programme of regular garden therapy
sessions and creative workshops runs
alongside welcoming, communal events
bringing together families and friends to
spend meaningful time together.

“For me, Horatio’s Garden was a lifeline,

particularly during my darkest days at

the rehabilitation centre. The garden’s
tranquillity, wonderful planting and the
opportunity to be close to nature gave me
hope and made me even more determined
to overcome the injury which had brought
me to the spinal centre”

Morag, beneficiary of
Horatio’s Garden South West

Find out more at

of their generation’ by the RHS. Every garden
they make is informed by their passion for
exceptional design, for connecting people
with nature, and for an inventive and astute
use of plants and materials. They believe sustainably grow thriving communities and
every garden deserves a bespoke approach. biodiverse gardens in all the UK’s 11 spinal
As master storytellers they are renowned for injury centres.

the weaving of narratives of place into their

gardens to create multi-layered spaces that

horatiosgarden.org.uk
Impact studies demonstrate that everyone
benefits - patients, their loved ones and the
hospital staff too. The charity’s vision is to
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are thoughtful, resonant and joyful.

Their work encompasses high-end
residential, public, historic and commercial
landscapes and gardens, often in sensitive
or protected locations. Understanding

the spirit of the place is central to their
approach, using vernacular materials,
nearby nurseries and local craftspeople,
so that each garden speaks of and is
connected to its broader setting.

The studio has won five Gold medals,
two Silver Gilts and a Best in Show at
RHS shows - including three Gold medals
at RHS Chelsea, and their work has also
been recognised with awards from the
Landscape Institute, BALI, and MIPIM.
They are consistently listed as one of
Country Life magazine’s ‘Best Garden
and Landscape Design Practices in
Britain’ and one of House & Garden
magazine’s ‘Top 50 Designers’.

of patients say that Horatio’s Garden
has positively affected their wellbeing

of our arts programme participants
report a reduction in pain

of patients report an improvement
in their mental health when using
the garden

Image credit: Bizzy Arnott
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This Chelsea Flower Show Garden is
generously funded by Project Giving Back.
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Thank you to all the Horatio’s Garden
volunteers and extended team who
have contributed so much to bring
this garden to life.

Win a garden consultation with Harris Bugg Studio

Subscribe to our regular newsletter for the latest news and activities - and be in
with a chance of winning your very own garden consultation with Harris Bugg Studio,
designers of Horatio’s Garden Chelsea.

Make a qift

Please donate today or become a Friend with
a regular donation to improve the lives of
people with spinal injuries across the UK.

People’s Choice

If you’ve enjoyed seeing Horatio’s Garden
Chelsea, please vote for us in the BBC /
RHS People’s Choice Awards!

Host a Garden Gathering

Could you head to the park for a
picnic, create a balcony cocktail
party or hold a BBQ in your garden this
summer to support Horatio’s Garden?

To donate, get involved
or find out more, scan
the QR code or visit
horatiosgarden.org.uk/
Shop to support Chelsea
Browse our unique selection of gifts

horatiosgarden.org.uk/shop

Visit our dedicated webpage and follow us on social media to find out
more about the making of the garden and the latest Chelsea news:

horatiosgarden.org.uk/Chelsea
@horatiosgarden
#horatiosgardenchelsea
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