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“Thank you for providing a little oasis of calm and loveliness for people 
like us facing very difficult times.”

A patient



Dear Friends,

This summer we are delighted to have opened the 
fourth Horatio’s Garden at Oswestry. Seeing the tears 
and smiles of joy of patients, their relatives and the 
dedicated spinal centre staff as they explored the 
garden for the first time was so moving.

As one patient said, “I’ve been stuck on my back for 
seven weeks - this is so wonderfully relaxing and exactly 
what my body needs to start healing.”

The garden is a tribute to your collective generosity 
and understanding that green spaces in the heart of 
the NHS change lives.

These observations are backed up by the research 
conducted by Oxford University interns over the 
summer in all the gardens. Their results showed the 
overwhelming positive benefit of our work on physical 
and psychological wellbeing.

We are tremendously proud of the Salisbury 
volunteer team who received the Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service this summer. This is the highest 
honour bestowed on UK volunteer groups and 
is a testimony to their dedication and hard work. 
Volunteers with all sorts of skills are vital to the 
charity and we would love to hear from you if you 
would like to help.

Please may we ask for your continued support to 
help change the landscape of NHS spinal injury 
centres? No fundraising event is too big or too small 
– anything you can give makes such a difference to 
the lives of everyone affected by spinal injury.

Thank you so much.

Dr Olivia Chapple 
Founder and Chair of Trustees

NEWS FROM HORATIO’S GARDEN

“The garden has given me a safe space to 
come out by myself and with my family 

when they visit. The garden has made me a 
lot happier, especially because I can come 
out here by myself and be independent.”

Hanna, a patient in Stoke Mandeville

“I love what the charity stands for, I love that 
it makes a direct impact on the lives of the 
spinal patients. It gives me a purpose and 
a feeling of belonging. The garden lifts my 

spirits and I know the patients feel the same.”

Cecil, a volunteer in Salisbury

VOLUNTEER FEATURE



NEWS FROM THE GARDENS

SALISBURY

The annual Salisbury Summer Weekend raised an 
astounding £13,000 this year, all of which will go 
towards nurturing the garden. It was wonderful to be 
able to welcome both old and new friends to Horatio’s 
Garden, including patients and their families.

The summer months saw such great activity in the 
garden. Martha Solloway was the artist in residence 
and has happily chatted with many patients and 
visitors, offering gentle encouragement to everyone 
pursuing their own creative endeavours.

“Wheeling myself around the garden helps me 
to practice my wheelchair skills and the garden 
motivates me. It makes me think I can do it.”

SCOTLAND

Patients in Scotland knew that summer had officially 
arrived when the wait to harvest, prepare and eat 
their fresh strawberries was finally over!

It was a pleasure to see James Alexander-Sinclair back in 
the garden as he spent time with patients and worked 
with Sallie on next year’s planting plan for the garden.

We were delighted to welcome Chelsea Lowe to 
the team, who began her year-long placement with 
us in June as part of her commitment to the Work 

and Retrain as a Gardener Scheme. Her position 
has been generously funded by the Finnis Scott 
Foundation, and we look forward to seeing her 
develop over the coming year.

Artist in residence, Miranda Creswell, has spent many 
months creating her latest work, ‘The Butterfly Table’, 
which she hopes will inspire patients in the new garden 
room in Glasgow as much as they have inspired her.

“Horatio’s Garden fosters a sense of community 
amongst spinal patients that we would not 
otherwise have. It’s a welcoming space and 
an invaluable place for me and other patients.”

STOKE MANDEVILLE

We held our first Stoke Mandeville Summer Drinks Party 
this year. Patients, donors, staff and supporters shared 
delicious canapés and the sound of jazz filled the garden. 

Amongst the crowd were two very special people; Joe 
Swift and Emma Bridgewater. Joe spoke movingly of the 
garden and of the charity, whilst Emma very kindly spent 
the evening signing her bespoke Horatio’s Garden mugs 
for guests to take home.

Long-time supporter Anneka Rice also joined us in the 
garden for our Fabulous Summer Tea Party celebrations, 
which was one of the many summer events that patients 
and their families loved being a part of. Meanwhile, the 
addition of Caroline May, our new artist in residence, 
has enabled more patients to appreciate and capture the 
garden from their own artistic perspective.

“My daughter loved planting seeds and fishing 
for ducks! It has been a real treat to spend time 
outside in such a tranquil and beautiful setting.”



OSWESTRY

Horatio’s Garden Oswestry was opened in August. 
Everyone appreciates the thoughtfulness of Bunny 
Guinness’ designs, including readers of The Telegraph 
thanks to Bunny’s wonderful article celebrating the 
garden’s opening. 

All our new volunteers have been working extremely 
hard alongside Head Gardener Imogen and Assistant 
Brian, diligently tending the garden to keep it looking 
gloriously lush throughout the warm summer months.

 

“To see our patients enjoy this Garden is the 
most rewarding sight. It really is heaven.”

LONDON
Work is due to begin on Horatio’s Garden London 
in late autumn. With an estimated nine-month build 
time, we hope to be able to open this new garden at 
the London Spinal Cord Injury Centre in Stanmore by 
the summer of 2020.

In many ways it is our most ambitious project to-date, 
not least because it will include both a stunning garden 
room and multiple garden pods. All the structures are 
being artfully incorporated into Tom Stuart-Smith’s 
careful designs by architect Stephen Marshall.

Thank you to everyone who has generously supported 
this new garden so far. As we are still embarking on 
our mission to cover the first year’s running costs, 
we would love to hear any and all of your ingenious 
fundraising ideas! Please do feel free to get in touch by 
either emailing info@horatiosgarden.org.uk or calling 
01722 326834.

“Gardening has an enormous impact on the 
quality of people’s lives and this garden in 
particular will offer hope, change and growth.”

CARDIFF

We are so pleased to be able to share the first 
new design visual of Horatio’s Garden Cardiff, 
which offers us all a glimpse into the garden that 
acclaimed young garden designer Sarah Price is 
currently imagining. 
Sarah is renowned for her naturalistic planting style 
and has had a prestigious career with two Chelsea 
gold medals to her name. 
Uniquely, Sarah will also be designing a roof terrace 
garden. It will be close to the ward and is being 
created especially for high dependency patients to 
use in their hospital beds.
Our Cardiff fundraising appeal is aiming to raise the 
required £750,000 within 12 months. With your 
support, we hope to begin bringing this garden to life 
in September 2020 and that it will be offering solace 
to patients and their loved ones by Summer 2021.
“We’ve watched the progress of the Oswestry 
garden closely and just can’t wait for Horatio’s 
Garden Cardiff. We know it will make an enormous 
difference to patients and their families.”

To donate to any of our gardens or to the charity generally, please visit www.horatiosgarden.org.uk/donate



YOUR FABULOUS FUNDRAISING 

We were absolutely thrilled that over 70 of you hosted 
Fabulous Summer Tea Parties. Everyone shared how 
much they and all their guests enjoyed the event. 
The hours you spent creating, decorating and baking 
certainly paid off, as you all worked together to raise 
over £39,000! Thank you so much to every single one 
of you who hosted and donated and we look forward 
to seeing more of your tea party antics next year.

Thanks to Lara and Carmen Whitaker who hosted 
a tea party, held a collection, organised their annual 
netball tournament and donated the proceeds for 
the fourth year running of the Roystonbury Festival, 
all in memory of their mother, Carol Whitaker. Carol 
spent much of her time in Horatio’s Garden Salisbury 
throughout her stay in hospital, and the charity came 
to know the family well. Patrick May completed 
his Sprint Triathlon in support of Horatio’s Garden 

Scotland in May. He raised over £1,000 for the 
garden, which is close to his heart as he regularly 
visited his son, Michael, whilst he was in hospital. 

Two brilliant cyclists, Reuben Beavis and Neil Hussey 
took on the challenge of the Prudential RideLondon-
Surrey 100-mile route, whilst a whole team of you, 
including Alex Dabek from our sponsor Bolt Burdon 
Kemp, swam in Swim Serpentine. 

Pipers Corner School pupils have been outstanding 
in their efforts to raise money for Horatio’s Garden 
Stoke Mandeville too, raising £11,000 by holding a 
variety of events throughout the year. 

We were delighted to see so many of you at Bunny 
Guinness’ talk during the Braxted Park National 
Garden Scheme Open Day, raising over £2,800 
throughout the afternoon.

Wonderful support in Scotland  
from Digby Brown Solicitors

Brilliant cyclists Neil Hussey and Reuben Beavis 
completing the Prudential 100 mile bike ride

Braxted Park  
with Bunny Guinness

Year 6 Pipers School pupils  
enjoying their sponsored walk



Would your gardening group or local club be 
interested in having an exclusive tour of one of our 
gardens? If so, we’d love to hear from you!

Whilst we’ve always welcomed a variety of visitors 
to Horatio’s Garden, thanks to the support of The 
Rank Foundation’s Profit for Good programme we 
are now able to make visiting our gardens a monthly 
opportunity from April to October.

Each tour will be led by our expert Head Gardeners 
at each location, who will be able to answer all your 
questions about these stunning sanctuaries. This is a 
rare chance for you to explore each of our gardens and 
to understand more about all the physical and mental 
health benefits that Horatio’s Garden has to offer.

If you would like to visit one (or more!) of our 
gardens, please contact Tour Coordinator, Lucy 
Shergold, by emailing lucys@horatiosgarden.org.uk 
or calling 07859 940769. 

Horatio’s Garden, 2 Throope Down Office, Blandford Road, Coombe Bissett, Salisbury SP5 4LN 

Tel 01722 326834    |    info@horatiosgarden.org.uk    |    www.horatiosgarden.org.uk

Horatio’s Garden is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, Registered Number 1151475/SC045386

We would like to keep in touch with you. We will never sell your data and we promise to keep your details safe and secure. 
You can update us anytime by emailing info@horatiosgarden.org.uk or by writing to us.

SHOP TO SUPPORT
It’s never too early 
to buy that perfect 
festive gift, so treat 
your loved ones to 
some beautifully 
crafted Horatio’s 
Garden items they’ll 
treasure forever this 
Christmas. There’s 
also our exclusive 
Christmas Card, which 
has been designed 
by brilliant artist Nell 
Nicholas. www.shop.horatiosgarden.org.uk 

We’ve also collaborated with Advent of 
Change, who this year invited us to be one of the 
charities they’re supporting with their exciting 
Christmas range, which you’ll be able to pick up 
from John Lewis! www.adventofchange.com

Every time you 
purchase any one 
of these products, 
you’re giving the 
greatest gift of 
all by helping us 
to improve the 
lives of everyone 
affected by 
spinal injury.  
Thank you.

GARDEN TOURS

WHAT’S ON…
24th Sept The Early, Early Christmas Fair at  

Tedworth Park, Wiltshire

21st Nov Horatio’s Garden Cardiff  
Appeal Launch Event

27th Nov The Horatio’s Garden Salisbury 
Christmas Fair

30th Nov The Horatio’s Garden  
Stoke Mandeville Christmas Fair

2nd Dec Carol Service at St. Marylebone 
Parish Church - Tickets available at 
www.horatiosgarden.org.uk/carolservice/

STOP PRESS – Tickets for our Chelsea Summer Party can now be purchased online,  
taking place on Tuesday 19th May 2020 at The National Army Museum

For more information on any of our events visit www.horatiosgarden.org.uk


