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As you look out towards the spire of St Mary’s Church, Alderbury, you are enjoying a different view from 
the one which would have been recognised before 1858. This is when the church was rebuilt, and a spire 
introduced for the first time. The octagonal spire sits on top of the north west tower. It was originally 
covered with oak shingles. A storm on Ash Wednesday in 1897 caused much damage to the spire, and it 
has had frequent attention over the years. 
 
 
 
The church is built of flint in an elegant ‘Decorated’ style, and can be seen across the Avon valley. A yew 
tree at the entrance to the church is estimated to be about 1500 years old, suggesting that a Saxon church 
building was the first of several successive churches on the site. 
 
 

 
 
In the interim, a mediaeval church, (demolished in 1857), was a plain roughcast building with no spire. It 
had perpendicular windows in the chancel, and a post-Restoration south porch. The yew tree is a constant 
factor in drawings of the church in different eras. 
 

 
 

As with all church buildings, St. Mary’s is as much about the present as it is about the past. An active 
Anglican church community of all ages meets each Sunday at 9.30am for worship, in a range of styles. The 
congregation has close links to the local primary school and is active in the village, particularly through the 
coffee shop run by church volunteers in the village hall on Friday mornings. As part of the Clarendon Team 
Ministry, the people who see St. Mary’s as their local church are also blessed through sharing gifts, skills 
and resources with nine other church communities, going south as far as Whiteparish, east to West Dean, 
and north to Winterslow. 
 
 


